
   

 

CAPTAIN Corner 
What a year!  
The weather helped to make it a year to remember for all golfers at Scarthingwell. I think 
that we can all agree that 2009 has been the best year for the golf course with a 
sustained period of superb golfing conditions. I think high praise must go to John Waite 
and his team for all their efforts. This in part has meant that the golf scores have been 
extremely competitive throughout the year and continue to be, early into the winter 
period. 
 
Congratulations!  
To all those that have won a prize, or more than one, I look forward to seeing you at the 
Annual dinner.  
 
On the team front congratulations to the Tigers on winning their league, this is a first and I 
am sure will not be the last with such an active and competitive section. Well done to the 
juniors on finishing third in the inaugural junior team divisional championship. I know 
there was a little disappointment at only finishing third but they will be stronger next year 
for the experience. The Scratch team had their highest finish in the 1st division team 
championship finishing third. The scratch team is sure to benefit from the improving golf 
being played by the members and especially the juniors and the hope is that there is 
going to be much greater strength in depth to pool players from to help this progression. 
 
Thank You!  
To all the committee members that have made my year as Captain so enjoyable. Whilst 
some decisions that are taken may not please individual members there are rules which 
we follow and they are not designed to discriminate. My experience is that wholesale 
changes are not the answer to the way we run our competitions and I know from 
members approaching me that you all have ideas as to what you would like to see 
happen. My reply would be stand for office because it is the best way to make your voice 
heard, but always remember ÒdonÕt fix whatÕs not brokenÓ. As I have found small changes 
are often more effective like the introduction of the 2 shot gun start, which seems to be an 
enjoyable success. We will, with Simons help, be running more 4 ball competitions 
through the winter months, when a partners help on a cold wet day could be invaluable. 
Thank you to Simon and Jon for their continued support through the year. I have replaced 
all my golf equipment this year and have found SimonÕs pricing to be as competitive as 
anywhere. I always think it is very beneficial to the club when the pro has the support of 
the members. 
 
To the family who through a difficult economic period have managed, through John and 
his teams efforts, to give a course to be proud of. I hope this success can be continued 
for many years to come. 
 
Finally to the members who have been very supportive through my year of Captaincy. I 
hope I have answered your questions to the best of my ability or at least got a decision 
from committee. 
 
Peter Jolliffe 
Captain 
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This year will be remembered for the barbeque summer that never was! 
It is therefore surprising that when I look back on my year every Ladies competition in the summer 
was played, with no cancellations or postponements because of inclement weather. This included the 
Ladies am am and the Mixed am am. Jean Marshall and Irene McCartney would have been grateful 
for this! 
 
My luck however ran out at the back end of the year with the cancellation of the CaptainsÕ Charity 
Sunday <rearranged for 24th January 2010> and also the Ladies Turkey Trot.   

I know most of us begin the golfing season full of optimism and fully intend to reduce our handicaps. 

This certainly came true for both Jayne and Amy Morrall. I think they both deserve a mention as Amy 
reduced her handicap from 35 to 27 and Jayne from 29 to 20. Jayne also picked up eight Honours 
Board trophies along the way, so well done to both of you. 

As for the rest of us, only some were fortunate enough to reduce our handicaps and win a trophy. Well 
done to everybody that picked up a trophy on presentation evening.If you were not one of the winners 
I hope at the very least you enjoyed your yearÕs golf. 
I think everybody would agree that the course has never been better and it became very apparent 
when we were playing team games and open days at other clubs. So well done to John and his team.  

I began my year as Lady Captain with blisters! This was due to an excellent idea from Brian 
Gomersall to do a sponsored walk in aid of Martin House which was the chosen CaptainsÕ charity. 

I was fortunate enough recently to have the opportunity to visit Martin House in the week it was closed 
whilst under going maintenance. I came away very pleased that both Peter and myself had chosen 
this for our charity and would like to thank everyone who has given generously during the year.  Thank 
you also to Andrew Joy who on certain events has matched our donations with income from BarclayÕs. 

As we approach the winter what is there to look forward to?  It is a time to reflect on our golf and enjoy 
any dry sunny days with social golf. 
The Ladies AGM is on  Friday 26th February please come along and support the section and the New 
Lady Captain and Committee. 
Talking of committee it is getting more and more difficult to find willing volunteers to go on committee 
and there are many Lady  members that have done their fair share. Please if you have time available 
and believe you can help the nomination list is on the Ladies notice board. 
The section needs new people to continue to operate to the benefit of all.  
  
 

Finally a big thank you to everyone who has helped me along the way and there have been 
many. If you are one of them I couldnÕt have done it without you.  

 

Lady Captain    
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Note from the President 
 
Dear fellow member, 
 
As we come towards the last quarter of this golfing year I wanted to give you my view on how it has gone. 
 
As we all know, right from the start of the year, with the banking crisis and the economic recession on us, every 
golf club in the country was expecting a tough time, and our club was no exception. 
 
However, I am very pleased to be able to confirm to you that Scarthingwell Golf Club has coped well. Obviously 
the Owners have been at the sharp end of it. Their hard work and dedication in controlling costs without simply 
passing them onto the membership  has been a major factor, and I think the value for money that Scarthingwell 
offers does put us in a stronger position. But we shouldnÕt forget all the others who have contributed to helping us 
through. Our course has attracted lots of favourable comments through the year, thanks to John Waite and his team. 
I donÕt think that is unrelated to the number of new members who have joined Scarthingwell over the past year. 
Simon has done his usual excellent job in the ProÕs shop and outside it -  the juniors are going from strength to 
strength, and I am sure the coaching from the Pros plays a part in that, together with the work of the Junior 
organisers. In fact, the Junior organisers could do with some extra help, and would very much appreciate anyone 
who could spare a little time to help this important section of our club Ð please contact David Brunt or any 
Committee member if you can assist. 
 
All our many other  sections are going well, thanks to those who lead them and support them. The dedication and 
hard  of our Captains, Peter Joliffe and Mags Katz, is well known to you, but their efforts both within the Club and 
also promoting our Club around Yorkshire are important in helping our Club in these times when competition for 
members is very tough. I hope all members will continue to add to this  in these still difficult times by 
recommending Scarthingwell to any friends who may be looking to join a golf club or to transfer. 
 
Our relations with the York Union remain strong, thanks to the work of our representatives Barry Ellis  and John 
Wright. 
 
Due to assistance from a number of committee members, and from Tim Moore as web designer, our new members 
website ( www.Scarthingwellgolfclub.co.uk) is now building up. As it develops, we hope that many members will 
find this to be a convenient way to find out useful information. For example, already you can find out about 
competition results. Handicap certificates can be printed via howdidido. See memo from John Wright Handicap 
Committee. 
 
All of the work by the people and sections above, has in my view, helped our Club through some very difficult 
times. As ever, support from you the members in competitions and events is very strong, and I and the Committee 
are very grateful for that support. 
 
Best wishes to you all  Bob 
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Handicap Committee  
  
I am very pleased to inform you all that we have put in place a more user friendly system 
for you to obtain your handicap certificates quickly and efficiently by setting up the 
computers to the HOWDIDIDO net work.  For you to be able to keep on track with your 
handicap, obtain certificates and find out weekly competition results then you would 
have to visit the HOWDIDIDO site and register.  You will need your unique handicap 
number found on the bottom left of your handicap certificate if you do not have this then 
request a certificate to obtain it. 
  
You can also request a handicap certificate on competition days by entering the required 
box whilst entering your score; this will automatically print your request on completion of 
the competition.    
  
We have had a difficult period this year trying to keep your handicaps up to date due to 
computer and printer issues and I am pleased to say these are now resolved (for now!). 
  
I must thank Neil Thompson and Ian Longfellow for being on the handicap committee 
and for all their hard work this year.  I must also say we have continued the excellent 
working relationship with the Competitions Committee it is nice to see everyone working 
together and doing their best on your behalf. 
  
We hope you have had a great season so far and on behalf of Myself and Neil may we 
wish you all the very best in the winter months. 
  
John Wright 
  
Handicap Secretary   
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

Scarthingwell Golf Club 
Web Site 

Members Area 
 

I am pleased to inform all our members that 
discussions have taken place with the family 
with regard to attaching a memberÕs area on 
their existing web site. 
 
This is a great step forward for all of us as 
we would be able to visit the site and have 
the opportunity to have more information on 
club events for example competition results / 
team results, calendar of events, Simons 
Special Offer, newsletter etc.   
 
The structure will be based on a welcome 
page leading on to the MenÕs, Ladies and 
juniors sections giving as much club 
information as we possibly can. 
 
A meeting has already taken place with the 
web designer and we are waiting further 
information on time scales and structure 
content.   
 
Watch this space  
 
 


